
 

MASON JUDICIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM  

JUDICIAL SYMPOSIUM ON USING THE LAW AND 
ECONOMICS TO REFORM THE SYSTEM OF CRIMINAL 
JUSTICE: THEORY, EMPIRICAL EVIDENCE, AND SOME 

APPLICATIONS   

DECEMBER 9 – 11, 2015



ABOUT US
Since its inception in 1974, the 
Law & Economics Center has 
played a critical role as a leader in 
law and economics research and 
education. The LEC recognizes 
both the importance of timely, 
relevant, and unassailable research 
on public policy issues, as well as 
the necessity of communicating 
research findings to those who 
are directly shaping our country’s 
public policy discussions. With 
research divisions devoted to 
large-scale empirical projects and 
top-quality legal policy analysis, 
and educational arms reaching 
out to judges, attorneys general, 
and other policymakers, the LEC 
is uniquely equipped to positively 
affect national policy outcomes.

The generous support of 
individuals, foundations, and 
corporations make all LEC 
activities possible.  A current list of 
LEC donors may be found on our 
website.

OUR PROGRAMS
THE MASON JUDICIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM is the nation’s 
preeminent provider of high-quality, balanced judicial educational 
seminars and conferences that focus on economics, finance, accounting, 
statistics, and scientific method.  The LEC has been offering programs for 
judges since 1976.

THE HENRY G. MANNE PROGRAM IN LAW & ECONOMICS STUDIES 
promotes law and economics scholarship by funding faculty research and 
hosting policy-relevant research roundtables and academic conferences.

THE SEARLE CIVIL JUSTICE INSTITUTE is a public policy institute 
devoted to producing timely, analytically rigorous, and balanced research 
on important civil justice issues confronting our free enterprise system.

THE MASON ATTORNEYS GENERAL EDUCATION PROGRAM offers 
courses that provide a broad-based understanding of economic and public 
policy issues to state attorneys general and their staff attorneys.

THE CONGRESSIONAL CIVIL JUSTICE CAUCUS ACADEMY 
organizes rigorous, balanced educational programs on a range of civil 
justice issues for the benefit of the general public and members of the US 
Congress and their staff.

THE GLOBAL ANTITRUST INSTITUTE is a leading international platform 
for research and education that focuses on the legal and economic 
analysis of key antitrust issues confronting competition agencies and 
courts around the world.

HELPFUL RESOURCES
UNIGLOBE ULTI-MAX TRAVEL
Steven Rogers, Lead Travel Management Consultant 
Toll-Free: 866.629.8728   Email: lec@ultimaxtravel.com
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WELCOME
MASON JUDICIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM 

JUDICIAL SYMPOSIUM ON USING THE LAW AND ECONOMICS 
TO REFORM THE SYSTEM OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE  
DECEMBER 9 – 11, 2015, AVENTURA, FL

THIS SYMPOSIUM IS MADE POSSIBLE BY A GENEROUS 
GRANT FROM THE   

Laura and John Arnold Foundation 
TO THE GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION.

IMPORTANT EVENT CONTACT
Cristina Minniti, JEP Program Assistant    
Phone: 703.993.8008   Cell: 609.922.2665   Email: cminniti@gmu.edu 

WEB INFORMATION
www.MasonJEP.org



MASON JUDICIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM

ECONOMICS INSTITUTE FOR JUDGES

Turnberry Isle Miami Resort, 
All SessionsWednesday, December 9

6:00 PM – 7:00 PM
REGISTRATION AND RECEPTION
Garden Foyer 

7:00 PM – 9:00 PM
DINNER 
Cascata Pool 

 

WELCOME

TODD J. ZYWICKI 
Executive Director, Law & Economics Center and George Mason University Foundation 
Professor of Law, George Mason University School of Law



AGENDA
HOTEL & CLASSES:  Turnberry Isle Miami Resort, 19999 West Country Club Drive, Aventura, FL 31180
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Thursday, December 10

7:00 AM – 7:50 AM
BREAKFAST
Magnolia Courtyard

8:00 AM – 8:15 AM
CONFERENCE 
INTRODUCTION AND 
OVERVIEW

TODD J. ZYWICKI 

8:15 AM – 9:15 AM
ARE CRIMINALS 
RATIONAL ACTORS?

DANIEL D. POLSBY  
Professor of Law, George Mason University School of Law

9:30 AM – 10:45 AM
THE ECONOMICS 
OF CRIME AND 
PUNISHMENT

JONATHAN KLICK  
Professor of Law, University of Pennsylvania Law School

11:00 AM – 12:30 PM
EMPIRICAL WORK 
ON CRIME AND 
PUNISHMENT 

JONATHAN KLICK  

Turnberry Isle Miami Resort, 
Garden Room, All Sessions



MASON JUDICIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM

ECONOMICS INSTITUTE FOR JUDGES

Turnberry Isle Miami Resort, 
Garden Room, All SessionsThursday, December 10

12:30 PM – 2:00 PM
LUNCHEON KEYNOTE
Magnolia Courtyard

THE ECONOMICS OF PRISON GANGS

DAVID SKARBEK 
Senior Lecturer in Political Economy and Undergraduate Exam Board Chair, Department 
of Political Economy, King’s College London

2:15 PM – 3:45 PM
OVERCRIMINALIZATION:  
AN ECONOMIC 
PERSPECTIVE

PAUL J. LARKIN   
Senior Legal Research Fellow, Center for Legal & Judicial Studies, The Heritage 
Foundation

ELLEN S. PODGOR   
Gary R. Trombley Family White-Collar Crime Research Professor and Professor of 
Law, Stetson University College of Law

PAUL H. ROBINSON   
Colin S. Diver Professor of Law, University of Pennsylvania Law School 

JAY STEPHENS   
Chairman, Legal Policy Advisory Board, Washington Legal Foundation

MODERATOR:  DANIEL D. POLSBY   

Reading Assignments: Paul J. Larkin, Jr., “Public Choice Theory and 
Overcriminalization”, Harvard Journal of Law & Public Policy, Vol. 36

Ellen S. Podgor and Lucian E. Dervan, “’White Collar Crime’: Still Hazy After 
All These Years”, Georgia Law Review, Vol. 50, No. 3, 2016 Forthcoming 



AGENDA

5

Thursday, December 10

4:00 PM – 5:30 PM
PROSECUTORIAL 
DISCRETION

R. ALEXANDER ACOSTA 
Dean, Florida International University Law 

MEGAN F. CHANEY 
Associate Professor of Law, Shepard Broad Law Center, Nova 
Southeastern University 

ROBERT FROMMER 
Attorney, Institute for Justice

KATHLEEN M. RIDOLFI 
Professor of Law, Santa Clara University School of Law, Co-Founder and 
Former Director, Northern California Innocence Project

WILLIAM N. SHEPHERD 
Partner, Holland & Knight LLP

MODERATOR:  DENNIS M. BLACK 
Acting Director of Education, Law & Economics Center

5:30 PM – 7:00 PM
RECEPTION
Laguna Pool

Turnberry Isle Miami Resort, 
Garden Room, All Sessions

HOTEL & CLASSES:  Turnberry Isle Miami Resort, 19999 West Country Club Drive, Aventura, FL 31180



MASON JUDICIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM

ECONOMICS INSTITUTE FOR JUDGES

Turnberry Isle Miami Resort, 
Garden Room, All SessionsFriday, December 11

7:00 AM – 7:50 AM
BREAKFAST
Magnolia Courtyard

8:00 AM – 9:30 AM 
PRETRIAL DECISION-
MAKING

MATT ALSDORF 
Director of Criminal Justice, Laura and John Arnold Foundation

MARIE VANNOSTRAND 
Justice Project Manager, Luminosity 

MICHAEL WILSON 
Associate, Justice System Partners

9:30 AM – 10:00 AM
BREAK, CHECK OUT OF HOTEL – CHECK BAGS

8:30 AM – 8:45 AM
WELCOME

D. BRUCE JOHNSEN 
Professor of Law, George Mason University School of Law and Director, Judicial 
Education Program, Law & Economics Center

8:45 AM – 11:45 AM
EMERGING ISSUES IN 
CIVIL JUSTICE

MODERATOR

PAUL J. MCNULTY 
Chair, Global Compliance, Baker & McKenzie

PANELISTS

ELLEN C. KEARNS
Partner, Constangy, Brooks, & Smith, LLP 
CHARLES A. SHANOR
Professor of Law, Emory University

11:45 AM – 12:45 PM
LUNCH
Vivace Foyer

12:45 PM – 4:00 PM
SESSION TITLE

D. BRUCE JOHNSEN 
Professor of Law, George Mason University School of Law and Director, Judicial 
Education Program, Law & Economics Center

4:00 PM – 5:00 PM
SESSION TITLE

MODERATOR

PAUL J. MCNULTY 
Chair, Global Compliance, Baker & McKenzie

HOTEL & CLASSES:  Turnberry Isle Miami Resort, 19999 West Country Club Drive, Aventura, FL 31180
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Friday, December 11

10:00 AM – 11:30 AM 
INCARCERATION AND 
ALTERNATIVES

JAMIE ALLEN 
Public Protection Coordinator, Louisville Criminal Justice Commission
 
LISA DAUGAARD 
Interim Deputy Director, King County Department of Public Defense

ALEXES HARRIS
Associate Professor, University of Washington 

Reading Assignments: Alexes Harris, Heather Evans and 
Katherine Beckett, “Courtesy Stigma and Monetary Sanctions: 
Toward a Socio-Cultural Theory of Punishments”, American 
Sociological Review 2011 76: 234

Alexes Harris, Heather Evans, and Katherine Beckett, “Drawing 
Blood from Stones: Legal Debt and Social Inequality in the 
Contemporary United States”, American Journal of Sociology 
Volume 115 Number 6 (May 2010)

Alexes Harris, “The Cruel Poverty of Monetary Sanctions”, The 
Society Pages (July 2014)

11:30 AM 
ADJOURN

Turnberry Isle Miami Resort, 
Garden Room, All Sessions

HOTEL & CLASSES:  Turnberry Isle Miami Resort, 19999 West Country Club Drive, Aventura, FL 31180




