
LEC WORKSHOP 
FOR LAW 

PROFESSORS 
ON PUBLIC CHOICE 

ECONOMICS

NOVEMBER 1 – 3, 2018

HENRY G. MANNE PROGRAM IN 
LAW & ECONOMICS STUDIES



AGENDA FRIDAY CLASSES: Antonin Scalia Law School, Hazel Hall, 3301 Fairfax Drive, Arlington, VA 22201

HOTEL & SATURDAY CLASSES: Residence Inn Arlington Ballston, 650 North Quincy Street, Arlington, VA 22203

TRAVEL DAY
No Events Planned

Thursday, November 1

10:45 AM - 
12:00 PM

CLASS 2:  
HARBERGER 
TRIANGLES 
AND TULLOCK 
RECTANGLES -  
RENT-SEEKING, 
RENT-EXTRACTION, 
AND THE TRANSITION 
GAINS TRAP

HENRY N. BUTLER

READING ASSIGNMENT
Tullock, “The Welfare CosTs of Tariffs, Monopolies, 
and ThefT”, 5(3) Western economic Journal 224 
(1967).

Mcchesney, “renT exTraCTion and renT CreaTion in 
The eConoMiC Theory of regulaTion”, 16 Journal of 
legal studies 101 (1987).

Tullock, “The TransiTional gains Trap”, 6(2) Bell J. of 
economics 671 (1975).

12:00 PM - 
1:00 PM

GROUP LUNCH
Hazel Hall
B-1 Lunchroom

1:00 PM - 
2:15 PM

CLASS 3: POSITIVE 
POLITICAL ECONOMY 
AND THE LAW

MICHAEL C. MUNGER
Professor of Political Science and Director of the 
Program on Politics, Philosophy, and Economics, Duke 
University

READING ASSIGNMENT
Munger and Munger, Choosing in groups: analytiCal 
politiCs revisited (caMbridge universiTy Press, 2015), 
chaPTers 1-3.

McnollgasT, “The poliTiCal-eConoMy of laW”, in a. 
MiTchell Polinsky and sTePhen shavel, eds., laW and 
economics HandBook vol 2 (norTh holland, 2008).

Friday, November 2 Hazel Hall, Room 215
All Friday Classes
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6:00 AM - 
8:30 AM

BREAKFAST
Residence Inn

8:30 AM - 
8:45 AM

WALK TO SCALIA LAW 
SCHOOL
Residence Inn to 
Hazel Hall Room 215

8:30 AM - 
8:55 AM

REGISTRATION
For local participants

9:00 AM - 
9:10 AM

WELCOME HENRY N. BUTLER
Executive Director, Law & Economics Center
Dean and Professor of Law, George Mason University Antonin 
Scalia Law School

TODD J. ZYWICKI
George Mason University Foundation Professor of Law, 
George Mason University Antonin Scalia Law School

9:10 AM - 
10:30 AM

CLASS 1: INTRODUCTION 
TO PUBLIC CHOICE - 
ECONOMIC REASONING 
AND THE AXIOMS AND 
ASSUMPTIONS OF PUBLIC 
CHOICE THEORY 

TODD J. ZYWICKI

READING ASSIGNMENT
sTearns and Zywicki, “ChapTer one: inTroduCTion To eConoMiC 
analysis of ColleCTive deCision-Making” in PuBlic cHoice 
concePts and aPPlications in laW (wesT, 2009).

sTearns, Zywicki, and Miceli, law and eConomiCs: private and 
publiC (wesT, 2018) (ebook Provided):
chaPTer 1: inTroducTion To The econoMic analysis of law

chaPTer 11: inTeresT grouP Theory (ParT 1).

Hazel Hall, Room 215
All Friday ClassesFriday, November 2

PUBLIC 
CHOICE
WORKSHOP 
FOR LAW 
PROFESSORS



AGENDA FRIDAY CLASSES: Antonin Scalia Law School, Hazel Hall, 3301 Fairfax Drive, Arlington, VA 22201

HOTEL & SATURDAY CLASSES: Residence Inn Arlington Ballston, 650 North Quincy Street, Arlington, VA 22203

2:30 PM - 
3:45 PM

CLASS 4: INTRODUCTION 
TO SOCIAL CHOICE AND 
THE LAW

MAXWELL L. STEARNS
Venable, Baetjer & Howard Professor of Law, University of 
Maryland Francis King Carey School of Law

READING ASSIGNMENT
sTearns, Zywicki, and Miceli, law and eConomiCs: private and 
publiC:
chaPTer 13: social choice (ParT 1)
chaPTer 14: social choice (ParT 2).

4:00 PM - 
5:15 PM

CLASS 5: RENT SEEKING MICHAEL C. MUNGER

READING ASSIGNMENT
buchanan, “renT seeking, nonCoMpensaTed Transfers, and 
laWs of suCCession”, tHe Journal of laW & economics vol. 26, 
no. 1 (aPr., 1983), PP. 71-85.

Munger, “on The ConTingenT viCe of CorrupTion”, social 
PHilosoPHy and Policy (ForThcoMing).

osborne, “WhaT’s yours is Mine: renT-seeking and The 
CoMMon laW”, PuBlic cHoice aPril 2002, voluMe 111, issue 
3–4, PP 399–415.

5:30 PM - 
8:00 PM

RECEPTION & GROUP 
DINNER
Rustico, 4075 Wilson 
Boulevard, Arlington, VA

Hazel Hall, Room 215
All Friday ClassesFriday, November 2
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All Saturday Classes

7:00 AM - 
8:15 AM

BREAKFAST
Residence Inn

8:30 AM - 
9:45 PM

CLASS 6: PUBLIC 
CHOICE AND 
LEGISLATIVE 
INTENT: PROBLEMS 
IN STATUTORY 
INTERPRETATION 

MICHAEL C. MUNGER

READING ASSIGNMENT
shePsle, “Congress is a “They,” noT an “iT”:
legislaTive inTenT as oxyMoron”, 12 international 
revieW of economics v239 (1992).

shePsle and weingasT, “sTruCTure-induCed equilibriuM 
and legislaTive ChoiCe”, 37 PuBlic cHoice 503 (no. 3, 
1981). 

10:00 AM - 
11:15 AM

CLASS 7: 
BUREAUCRACY AND 
CONSTITUTIONAL 
ECONOMICS

TODD J. ZYWICKI

READING ASSIGNMENT
sTearns, Zywicki, and Miceli, law and eConomiCs: 
private and publiC:
chaPTer 12: inTeresT grouP Theory (ParT 2)
chaPTer 19: The execuTive branch and agencies (ParT 
1)
chaPTer 23: consTiTuTions (ParT 1).

PUBLIC 
CHOICE
WORKSHOP 
FOR LAW 
PROFESSORS
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11:30 AM - 
12:45 PM

CLASS 8: EMPIRICAL 
STUDIES OF PUBLIC 
CHOICE

ALEX TABARROK
Director, Center for Study of Public Choice and Bartley J. 
Madden Chair in Economics, George Mason University 
Department of Economics

READING ASSIGNMENT
bullock, eT al, “parTisan bias in faCTual beliefs abouT 
poliTiCs” 10 Quarterly Journal of Political science 519 (no. 
4, 2015).

Tabakovic and wollMann, “froM revolving doors To 
regulaTory CapTure? evidenCe froM paTenT exaMiners” 
working PaPer 24638, naTional bureau of econoMic research 
(2018).

helland and Tabarrok, “The effeCT of eleCToral insTiTuTions 
on TorT aWards” 4 american laW and economics revieW 341 
(no. 2, 2002).

12:45 PM - 
2:30 PM

WORKING LUNCH:
CURRENT RESEARCH 
FORUM FOR 
PARTICIPANTS  

MICHAEL C. MUNGER
ALEX TABARROK
TODD J. ZYWICKI

2:30 PM ADJOURN 

Residence Inn, Liberty 
Room
All Saturday Classes

Saturday, November 3

PUBLIC 
CHOICE
WORKSHOP 
FOR LAW 
PROFESSORS

FRIDAY CLASSES: Antonin Scalia Law School, Hazel Hall, 3301 Fairfax Drive, Arlington, VA 22201

HOTEL & SATURDAY CLASSES: Residence Inn Arlington Ballston, 650 North Quincy Street, Arlington, VA 22203
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